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Rockefeller Foundation and the Establishment of the
Institute of Public Health in Japan

Hazime MIZOGUCHI

Faculty of Social Welfare, Rissho University, Kumagaya, Saitama, Japan

In the present study, I surveyed a contribution of Rockefeller Foundation to Japanese
public health system before World War II. For this purpose, first, I investigated a historical
process of introduction of American medicine to Japan, especially the activities of Rudolf
B. Tusler, the founder of St. Luka’s Hospital. Second, I described a progress of public
health in the U.S. and public health education in Japanese universities. Third, I analyzed
relationship between Rockefeller Foundation and the establishment of the Institute of
Public Health in Japan. It seems that Rockefeller Foundation offered a cue of introduction
of American medicine to Japanese medical world. It also seems that Rockefeller
Foundation offered the establishment of public health system and the beginning of

preventive medicine to Japan.
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