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Negro of middle age. His features are typically
negroid, yet there is something decidely distinctive
about his face—an underlying strength of will, a
hardy, self-reliant confidence in himself that
inspires respect. His eyes are alive with a keen,
cunning intelligence.

In manner he is shrewd, suspicious, evasive.
He wears a light blue uniform coat, sprayed
with brass buttons, heavy gold chevrons on his
shoulders, gold braid on the collar, cuffs, etc.

His pants are bright red, with a light blue
stripe down the side. Patent leather laced boots
with brass spurs, and a belt with a long barrel-
ed, pearl —handled revolver in a holster. com-
plete his makeup. Yet there is something not
altogether ridiculous about his grandeur. He

has a way of carrying it off.)®®
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The treatment of this scene, or of any other
scene in the play, should be no means be
ralistic. The effect sought after is a crampled
space in the bowels of a ship, imprisoned by
white steel.

The lines of bunks, the uprights supporting
them, cross each other like the steel frame-work
of a cage. The ceiling crushes down upon the
men’s heads. They cannot stand upright. This
accentuates the natural stooping posture which

shoveling coal and the resultant over-development
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of back and shoulder muscles have given them.
The men themselves should resemble those pic-
tures in which the appearance of Neanderthal
man is guessed at.

All are hairy-chested, with long arms of tre-
mendous power, and low, receding brows above
their small, fierce, resentful eyes, all the civilized
white races are represented, but except for the
slight differentiation in colorof hair, skin, eyes,

all these men are alike.®®
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Yank : — It’s dis way, what I'm drivin’at.
Youse con sit and dope dream in de
past, green woods, de jungle and de rest
of it. Den yuh belong and day don’t.
Den yoh kin laugh at 'em see? Yuh're
de champ of the world. But me — 1
ain’t got no past to tink in, nor nothin’
dat’s comin’, On’y what’s now —and
dat don’t belong. Sure, you’re de vest
off ! You can’t tink, can yuh? Yuh
can’t talk neider. ButI kin make a bluff

at talkin’ and tinkin’ — a’ most git
away wit it — a’most ! — and dat’s
where de joket comes in. — Ididn’t on

oith and I didn’t in heaven, get me ? I'm
in de middle tryin’ to separate em, takin’
all de woist punches from bot’ of 'em.
May be dat’s what dey call hell, huh ?
But you're at de bottom. You belong !
Suie ! Yuh're de on'y one in‘de woild
dot does, yuh lucky stiff 1©5
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Yank : Ladies and gentlemen, step forward
and take a slant at de one and only —
one and original — Harry Ape from de
wilds of — G®
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——perhaps, the Harry Ape at last belongs.®?
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A procession of gaudy marionettes, yet with
something of the relentless horror of Fran-
kensteins in their detached, mechanical un-

wareness . %®
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Mrs. Zero : Tired ! Where do you get
that tired stuff any how ? What about me ?
where do I come in ? Scrubbin’ floors an’
cookin’ your meals an’ washin’ your dirty
clothes. An’ you sittin’ on a chair all day,
just addin’ fingers an’ waitin’ for five-thirty.
There’s no five-thirty for me. I don’t get no
vacation neither. And what’s more [ don’t
get no pay envelope every Saturday night
neither. I'd like to know where you’d be
without me. An’ what have I got to show for

1t? —slavin’ my life away to give you a

home., What’s in it for me, I'd like to know 2(39)
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Zero : 1 wonder if I could kill the wife with-
out anybody fidin’ out. In bed some night.
With a pillow.

Daisy : I used to think you was stuck on
me.

Zero :I'd get found out, though. They
always have ways.

Daisy : We used to be so nice and friendly
together when I first came here. You used
to talk to me then.

Zero : May be she’ll die soon. I noticed she
was coughin’ this mornin’.

Daisy : You used to tell me all kinds

o’ things, You were goin’ to show them all.

Just the same, you're still sittin’ here.

Zero : Then I could do what I down please.
Oh boy!




Daisy : Maybe it ain’t all your fault nei-
ther, Maybe if you’'d had the right kind o’
wife —— somebody with a lot of common-
sence, somebody refind — me!

Zero : At that, I guess I'd get tired of bum-
min’ around. A fellet wats some place to
hung his hat.

Daisy : I wish she would die.“®
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Zero:I gotta go with him you’ll have to
dry the dishes yourself.(‘“)
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Zero : You mean to say on account o’— me
passin’ out —?

Daisy : Yeh, That’s it, It did’nt want to go
on livin’, What for ? What did I want to
go on livin’ for ? I didn’t have nothing to
live for with you gone. I often thought of
doin’ it before. But I never had the nevrve.
An’ anyhow I didn’t want to leave you.

Zero : An’ me bawlin’ you out, about readin’
too fast an’ readin’ too slow.

Daisy : Why did you do it?

Zero:1 don’t know. I swear I don’t. I was
always stuck on you. An’ while I'd be read-
in’ them fingers, I'd be thinkin’ how if the
wife died, you an’ me could get married.

Daisy : I used to think o’ that, too.

Zero : An’ then before I knew, I was bawlin’

you out.(42)
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Charles : . And so on — step by step,
down through the ages — again here,
again there — the mollusc, the fish, the

reptile, then mammal, man! And all so
that you might sit in the gallery of a coal
mine and operate the supet — hypet — adding
machine with the great toe of your right

foot !

Charles : You're a failure, Zero, a failure. A
waste product. A slave to a contraption of
steel and iron. The animal’s instincts, but
not his strength and skill. The animal’s ap-

petites, but not his unashamed indulgence

of them. well time’s up ! Back

—
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you go —— back to your sunless groove
—— the raw material of slums and

wars ——.(43)
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Charles :

but a kind of repair and service station —

Why, this place is nothing

a sort of cosmic laundry, might say. We
get the souls in here by the bushelful. Then
we get busy and clean them up

we fix them up. We disinfect them and give
them a kerosene rub and mend the holes
and back they go — proctically as good

as new.(“)
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