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Effect of recalling past moral/immoral actions on prosocial intentions:

A replication experiment

Mai KOBAYASHI (Faculty of Psychology, Rissho University)

Abstract

This study examined the moral-licensing effect and the compensation effect of immoral actions, as a
replication of Jordan, Mullen, & Murnighan (2011). The hypothesis suggested that people who
recalled past moral actions reduced prosocial intentions as compared to control conditions, whereas

people who recalled immoral actions increased prosocial intentions as compared to the control condi-
tion. As a result of the experiment, the hypothesis was not supported. The author discussed the impli-
cations of these findings and draw avenues for future research.
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