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R EER S NE 15 ~64 A, 5 AN 15K A & 22 idEd.
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http://www.itnrw.de/indexhtml (FF&EI%EEH : 20114 4 H12H)
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Socio-Economically Spatial Reorganization of German Metropolitan Region
— A Case of Metropolregion Rhein-Ruhr —

Tetsuya ITO"

The purpose of this study is to examine socioeconomically spatial changes in German metropolitan region
including some old industrial areas in the 2000, using a case of the Rhein-Ruhr Metropolitan Region :
“Metropolregion Rhein-Ruhr" experiencing industrial restructuring such as employment transition to the ter-
tiary industry from the second industry. This study focuses on the social reorganization by looking at the
changes in the population, foreigners, households, and on the economic ones by analyzing the changes in the
employees and business facilities by industrial sectors and unemployment rate. I defined the metropolitan
region as combined areas composed of thirty major cities and counties : “Keisfreie Stidte und Kreis' located
in both the Ruhr Region and the Rhein Region in the central and western parts of the State of North Rhine-
Westphalia : Nordrhein-Westfalen.

Results of the analysis illustrate distinct social changes : gradually demographic decrease in the metro-
politan region between 2000 and 2008 due to an increase in the number of single households with no children,
as well as fewer children and population aging. The investigation of demographic pattern by thirty major cit-
ies and counties shows the polarization in demographic change: a remarkable decrease in population in the
Ruhr Region which was well-developed mainly by the heavy industry ; on the other hand, demographically
sustainable increase in population owing to the developing service sector and smooth employment transition
to a new industry from the old industry in the Rhein Region.

The economic change is also regionally different between the Rhein Region with sustainably increasing in
employments in the new industries and service sector and the Ruhr Region with high unemployment rate
caused by declining manufacturing industry and delay of employment shift to the new industries. The results
of this study, therefore, point out the areal differentiation of socio-economic reorganization in the metropolitan
region including the old industrial areas, which implies the possibility of widening areal economic disparities in

the near future.
[Keywords] 1 metropolitan region 2 demographic change 3 changes in employment structure 4 Metropolregion Rhein-

Ruhr 5 Germany
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