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Intertextuality and parody through visual elements:

Easter eggs in Tokyo Tarareba Girls

UNSER-SCHUTYZ, Giancarla (Associate Professor, Rissho University Faculty of Psychology)

Abstract

Although intertextuality—the interrelationship between texts that create meanings and influence
interpretations—has largely been studied as a part of linguistic texts, it can also be utilized in visual
mediums through the borrowing of different images and motifs. This article specifically examines how
specific examples of visual intertextuality function in Higashimura Akiko f/ s popular manga series,
Tokyo Tarareba Girls. Throughout the series, Higashimura utilizes images that are reminiscent and
recall classic shojo-manga (girls manga), which create visual intertextuality throughout the text. By
creating gaps between the characters’ normal behaviors, attitudes and appearances, these images
infuse the text with humor, allowing Higashimura to poke fun at shojo-manga tropes while revealing
herself to be a fan as a person of great knowledge of skojo-manga tropes. By acting as Easter eggs, or
elements hidden throughout texts for readers to find, these intertextual images create ties between
readers, characters, and the author, explaining the closeness fans report feeling to the series.
However, although the series earned an enthusiastic audience during its run, its ending was met by
criticism and disappointment from many fans. As the ending of the series differed from the stance
Higashimura demonstrated through these intertextual Easter eggs, this caused a mismatch between
how readers anticipated the series would proceed. The mismatch between these images and the
ending may explain fans mixed reactions, showing the potentially major role Easter eggs play in

reader experiences.
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WRITIUZ R B Vv, HWALEITORY rav AL
WFoLHI %R [7I7%—] OKMEEDOF v v T THY
VOLI—ETTHDLIDO, I L TELVWEDT
e AT YIS —DLNP, AFLE A
TR D D B LEFEETEHT 505 LNOIEEED.
[ R RETRS 727 4 > P TEPNL I EDTL
WXLIEH L. 5it s L N—O—YNBZENZT TG
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YOI HoTH, t—F—REEL I LITE T,
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P Tlt—9—R&hoTnbrI LX), ZOITED
MR BRHLEGRAINLIZAS D e ZDOF v v TS,
FlA—ETOML RS TW 5,

K6 WFICHEREZZITRDEDIEINGESR
(34, 2015a, p. 140)
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kL. FriN (2005) ol LB 2EEI 2 IE 72 L Tw
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Griffiths, Chappell, & Davies, 2004), ¥ > D7 7 ~
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T 572012, TOEM (TG, 77y o=
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