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The Significance and Potential

of Practical Education for Classical Sculpture
— mokoku: Re-expressing the Existing Sculptures —

Takahiro AKITA

This paper introduces the contents of “Experiencing Sculpture” practicum and
discusses its significance and potential as an educational experience. The method used in
this practice is mokoku, a method of imitation which focuses on re-expression rather than
creating a copy, of classical sculptures. This class tries to verify what kind of educational
effects can be expected when inexperienced students experience the art of sculpture
through the method of mokoku.

Classic sculptures from various cultures around the world resonate with the
viewer's tactile sensibilities and assert their existence. Classical sculptures give the viewer
to encounter an existence that transcends the senses of everyday life. It is an opportunity
for the viewers to be encouraged, reminded, and moved. The fundamental characteristic of
the art of sculpture lies in the fact that objects composed of materials become objects to be
“encountered” in this way.

The formative elements of sculptures are the feeling of the “mass” in the work
that exists in three-dimensional space, the “volume” as the content that brings about the
feeling of the mass, and the “movement” that comes from the feeling of the “volume”
flowing inside. The sculpture strongly asserts its being through these three elements, and
it gives an impression of something organic - something that has life. The three elements
that bring such a “feeling of life” to a sculpture cannot be captured through visual
perception.

When we look at something, it is an attribute, surface, or image of the object, and
we do not physically capture its form or existence. Therefore, in the process of mokoku, the

maker confronts and suppresses the visual elements that dominate their senses, and
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gradually shifts their view of the form from “describing the sculpture” to “absorbing and
reconstructing the elements of the sculpture”. By fully engaging in this kind of dialogue
between perception and sensibility of the external world, the act of mokoku becomes an
effort to uncover the latent tactile sensibility within oneself.

The act of thinking in the sculpting process is non-verbal, and the artist is not
always fully aware of their sculpting act. Thinking in sculpture is the process of
questioning oneself, getting lost, and experimentally searching for a form that one is
satisfied with. The purpose of practicing mokoku is to retroactively reconstruct the “form”
of classical sculpture in which such thought is actualized. The creator strives to understand
the thought process used while making sculptures by measuring the proper effect of their
own ‘reconstruction”. This understanding can be described as the “reconstruction of
formative thought” based on the grasp obtained by activating tactile sensitivity.

Experiences associated with series of processes done through mokoku is
equivalent to the act of creating an inner self. This creative experience is an opportunity
for the students to unwind and reintegrate the context of their own psychology and
thinking, as well as to renew their self-awareness. This point sums up the ultimate
significance of this program. Once this is accomplished, the sensations gained will be useful
material not only for understanding the work in question, but also for understanding

varieties of cultures.



