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The Reception of Genshin’s Ichijo
yoRetsu in Japanese Medieval Buddhism

Serena Operetto

Abstract

This paper illustrates the reception of Genshin's 45 (942-1017) Ichijo
yoketsu (—IEEYL | Essentials of the One-vehicle) within Japanese medieval
Buddhism. The chief purpose of the Ichijo yoketsu is to prove that all
beings, without exception, possess Buddha-nature and are able to attain per-
fect Buddhahood. In this paper, I show the impact and reception of one spe-
cific passage from the fifth chapter of the Ichijo yoketsu relevant to the
development of the idea of universal enlightenment in the doctrinal system
of Japanese medieval Buddhism. I highlight the fact that this same passage
has been employed by Nichiren H3 (1222-1282), Eisai %78 (1141-1215)
and also, with minor but important alterations, by representatives of the
Pure Land schools, like Shoka fFZ2 (1177-1247), Doko 56 (1243-1330) and
Genchi J5%% (1183-1238). In particular, I show how in amidist texts refer-
ences to the One-vehicle are substituted with references to Amida's Pure
Land for doctrinal reasons. Furthermore, I emphasise the diverse contexts
in which this passage was used and the different purposes it served for the
doctrinal needs and sectarian identities of the aforementioned monks. Ulti-
mately, I argue that the reception of the /chijo yoketsu and that of Genshin
himself, as an authoritative master of the Tendai school, is also tightly
bound to the reception of his other seminal treatise, the Ojoyvosha (11425
£ | Essentials of birth in the Pure Land).
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