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In this paper, I intend to clarify the achievements and significance of Edward Thorndike, a renowned
American psychologist who helped lay the scientific foundation for educational psychology, concerning
designing the Japanese curriculum which has developed in due course of time. Thorndike’'s epoch-
making empirical discovery threatened “formal discipline”, a concept that certain subjects should be
studied for the primary purpose of exercising and developing general intelligence which was prevalent
during the time. Contradicting his epoch-making discovery, Ralph W. Tyler developed a behavioral
objectives approach, initially designed as a tool for transferring intangible educational achievement
into observable academic reward. Educational attainment is translated as “attainment objectives” in
Japanese. This concept has been prevalent in the contemporary Japanese curriculum, academic course
of study, syllabus, study carte, PDCA, and others. Educators are now swamped with these papers
rather than actual teaching practice. The current behavioral objectives approach has disadvantages
and the deficiency must be analyzed and reconsidered. In the 1970s, the dominant curriculum
paradigm was challenged by the phenomenological paradigm, “Rashomon approach.” Despite its
authenticity, this paradigm lost the hegemony of curriculum reformation. The mainstream of the
curriculum discourse has been geared toward the behavioral objectives approach in Japan.
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