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Reconsideration on ‘Horiage-ta’:
Focussing on its landscape in the Central
Lowland of Kanto basin, Japan

Yasushi MOTOKI

‘Horiage-ta’, a traditional paddy field system with dense creeks that developed
in heavy wetlands of the central lowland in Kanto basin since the early Edo
Period until the rapid economic growth period after world war second.
Horiage-ta endorses a valuable wisdom not only as a rice production base
but also as the ideal land use on human-water relationships.

Firstly, its characteristics in time-space are discussed. Secondly, its socio-
economical and regional conditions whether developed or improved; and
lastly the water control engineering were reconsidered in comparison to the
southeast Asia’s lowland. In conclusion, horioge-ta demostrates a coexistence

between human and surrounding nature that needs to be revalorated.

[Keywords] Kanto basin, pond, horiage-ta, landscape, human-water rela-

tionships.



