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Interpreting names as values: Observing parents desires
for children through names

UNSER-SCHUTZ, Giancarla

Abstract

Recent changes in naming practices in Japan have been poorly received by the public, leading some to doubt parents’
good intentions. However, there is little reason to believe that parents purposefully choose names they believe may harm
their children. To examine parents’ motivations behind their chosen names for their children, this study reports on an
examination of 303 short messages in one Japanese municipality’'s newsletter from parents on how they chose their chil-
dren’'s names. Although many children’s names used kanji (Chinese characters) in ways that made them likely targets for
recent criticism, parents seemed to focus more upon the phonetic forms of names than their orthographic forms when
selecting what to name their children and how to write them. In addition, many of the images associated with the names
which were noted by parents related to the creation of positive ties with others in the community, such as that they chose
the name hoping that the child would be considerate of others. Rather than being completely insensitive to the public/pri-
vate spheres, parents instead appear to be conscious of the public sphere when choosing names; however, it can be
hypothesized that they feel that the orthographic form of names is part of the private sphere. If this were the case, it
would explain why parents emphasize that the more public phonetic forms of names are easily accessible by others but
seem less conscious of the potential burden of unusually written names.

[Keywords] onomastics, naming practices, kanji, trends, ideals for children

F—U— Rt BATEE REGES. EE AT, FEb I A HM

F

Fa ik e ST RORTTEL DA TR T D, AP ED LD LB EFHE->TWD, #ZHiCIZED L)
LA GBS DO V) BEITMA . XTI RE L0, AR ED X5 ARz K4~ X
ODD, LTI ELZ OO THELREFELETH L, V) FTH %, HEEUDEIT H12ME . £ volzfE
BLRLZoTVWE, ZTOMRE LTAMITOMEE L. ZHATZ0 b 0P HRIZL > TR L, BBROBARIZZ ) LTE
fLL7-A S0 MBI TH 5o WEOMA AR 2 &, [fET] 2 TRT] LBEXZ6ND T EDLNIEL ) 05, FEE
M) R TRT] vy &Nz AR SN, 19206 Tt [F] oft S ARIPELEHDI0% % Ho7:
DIz, HETEZOMANEY, FEAERON R o TWDE I EPELLS|ESNTWD (BEAR - g 2011
Komori, 2002).

HADZMFITMRIZB VW THELZER TH LR ZHEMORD 2 AD NG R AT OWMEIZ L 5 &, 192040 Tl
[T] OFF AP NER R L O A0 % 3T L22o12xt Ly 20004E DL [ off < Aaids Nz Lk
OEMIOZIZTRILAAS>TEBLT, ENd [FTF] ThHorz (IGZEHA R, 2018b, 2018a ; Unser-Schutz, 2016a).
BHOA/H S ED ) ooH ) HANE FS 40T (TR TRERD) PR AERONR B> TwD (KH, 2005)
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fin, BEELOIEDT (GHOBBICELT) bl hoTnb b Twns (Komori, 2002), #O—FlE LT, [HE]
HR19894F IR A Z AL fr PRBR D LAT106ZIC A > Tz E AT 515 (Unser-Schutz, 2016a). Db )12,
CNETOHR & HRTHAZI LS VAFIDPEATVDL L) TH 5D,

FEHMMI RS LT b X912 (Unser-Schutz, 2016b). ZARNIBIT HZALDSKER T4 T O MR E TLE W)
MRIZVAIF LV EBZBOTTED . 29 Vo 722 AT § 28 LWl & 22 b o TW 2 MRS 5 (I,
2009) o BREALEDTALICE D R, TELDOHDTICrhbA A BUNOBE, 33227 1) %% o>T
W5 Z ER (UnserSchutz, 2017). 2 FALICONTRIRIEINTL 2 FEDOEN D HLhoTELI L, ZL T,
—NOEYDHATICEEZBE MBI >TWDH I ED (HE, 2008). ZIbOHBE LTHEITFHRTWA,

— 5T, [MA] Z2EHLBAZ-Z LI T A8 E LT H LA AT 728, FELOATTEFRE VL niT
VRO EEZEZ T W EFRTLHE S RSN, Gl S WARETZ T 7280 Mk L CEERET 2 Em b &
bNbo THVoZZRTIE HILWAHE NI TOAFOEIZLLZEDTHY ., L ITH LVAFIFFAZ W ER
bNDETHETZ VD b 00 %\ (£, 2007 ; i, 2004 ; Unser-Schutz, 2017). # L\WATAERE Y L7256 F
L) BUEAMER (2012) o [FHROARNIER ] OBHIZL > TRESN TV LD, TORFRE L TH LW ARTNE.
MR ] OZ bE LTk o, L) KERHEAMEORRE LTZITIEO 5N TWE Z L HARILS,

L2 L. Unser-Schutz (2016b) T L7z & )2, B L AR Z AT TVRE I EATFLEODREE LWL AHIC
LTWaERIDIF, fTE@MEHMHTIEIRNTHS ) 00 TELDOWUEZBL VO NLIELIN, £ LA
BRETERLL, ZKABTHA ). LA L. FTLOARIAFINZTER L TwAH, INFEFTLIERRLIFEOHH %
FFHZ e, FELDORMAEZZEEL TV ARWI L2 ERLTWEDOTHIUL, KFEOBDPTHOZ L E2 LWL AHIC
LTHEIERMFITTWDZ 8l b, 207120, WPEBOBN, FELNEHTLHTHA ) LHBGELTH LA Z AT
72DTRZRL, FEIDILEHEICERTFELOAFEMNT BRI, ZETHLH. £H)ToHL, HLw
ZHTEHH T2 ADEBEL T RWET, FELDMHIEEEZE L, AMEHIT T WnIZZIIHEDL, LoT, #
MUz EE L CHA 2T 7202 BT 52 812X ) GRS WCAFIPHEML TV ERISHT 2H@ESEL 5T
HbHHo FRAEBETFZ, KRCTRIAHEECB T2 Ay 2=V R M Lza— 52 % v, (VEAS, &% 10 5 BRI
XBEHRT L2090, D, TEDIMELZATWLONEERET L,

7k

RIFFECIEERE (2007) ORIBICHEV. HBEERDIEMEEIC BT A A FEREHH L7z, BE, AADIFEAEDH
BIED, A XY P OBHRCHEROIA & V) HINCTIEHGEE BT L TV b, HIERO I I 2257 4 DA v N— DBk
EOLAMNL DY HRICEHT 21EH a7 252 HWT 2 2 LHL Vv, TORIZHGERTEENZT L L OB ASHIRSe.
BEEEEDIZTELOBDPSOFTRERBNT S [BERDOTA V] bvs?z0as0bd b, kg (2007) HYEH
FEOTREMEZ $8M L. Unser-Schutz (2018) T3 &E D HIGRDEHEEEZ S RICHAELZITV, ZOAEMEEZR L2,
EOMER. RRIZSEMEED PRI T L 0/FIHERY G0 I T APBHEIN 0L LG hh ., EHIZOK
FATTF ED OHER - ZBHATOFHAHTHBFRSIN TV Z EDHS IR -7 (ZEOBHEROFHS0% K ER, £09H) HO
#1509 125543 % 3 7 ANSHE) o IRHGEEIC BT 5 AT ERE UL, BT I B AT EIR O AT RE &
%528 b RENS (Unser-Schutz, 2017).

KW TlE, T EDOXHEMNITZEEZHLET 5 A v =V 2 & 0IbilE O I O L MEEICRE L7z, LRtoh
ETIE, TELOHRRLHAOBIRFHS2IC L2 DIEZOMIHR L, ZOERTIIREEELERTH L, LHET
DO ANE20184E 10 KO T3 737 N (B4 - 1724 N, M - 2013 A 5 AFF - A% 0 1.8917) &> Twb (LB
MT#%35, 2018)0 20104ETld. 4RO T L L5 LD E#E DT NENAIID11.23% - 34.39% % 5 (CLHENAT
WHREER, 2010). HRDZ L OBHEEREFERICITAERILL TV b, RIFFETHW 27 41E, [DAEROT A F
V] L) ARITIHHMESNTBY ., HETEHICHLBLETFLOOAF. T L5 OEH,. ZATOHRETHOMEN L)
HIED SRR SN T W5, Unser-Schutz (2017b) TRAMTIT~OSMNHZ L LTCRIT SN AWICHEH LT, LHTOHE
BT B Ay b—U%, BRICBI A RKBEBROEZERIHV2, KR TR A v 2= VIZBWTEIT SNz E %
ST HZERMBL T, BOTELIHT 2HEDIRI % AA T,
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(1) Z0HHB, NT - ZOTICHTAERNE A v L=V 6HT, AREPLBEI LD, AvEe—0% 7
VEUI303E, T &b DOAFIAB0ME & % > 720 AT OBEBICHTAF—T— FiZEo Tl Lz Ay =V 23— F
L. 3 & 720 EHEDLTNI§ B4 & AT HBICER T 2 HBOBEREZNS 22T 272012, 2 L1241
BUOE, (VAR DRy (B - Ril) ICEHT 200, BEELTHEITONL ZEFLVHEARLT S (FialZ]
&) DRI NL D, QA O — 7 SERERFFHE L TET LN L0, )20, #EiZ#EAZHENE IS
FoNLDNEGHT H. LRtz L T, Al 2 ERARIMEHOZL 2 RS HBP RSN D0 EET 5,

DLHFROF 1 RIL

BR&EA= BR&EA=
Hif FHIA it EBBASA
BBEA= BBEA=
HRFSA HFSA
brLE bruiF
1% BOTRDFTY, %47 BDBDOFTY,
&ADHEE= ZH0HRE=
TTFEVWSEEDEEHT ENSIEERDTNEEL

ENOF-DT, TNITESE

S LRENFRITHEL SIS,

FEHTE LI,

—_— T¥ HAL —_
mHROFE = i = i ﬁ& mHROREN =
EERKIZRELT i . DATY ERPHIZ, B
5. ThEHFTEETT, (E#) (FER) SBENBAICEHTIEL

(AN

1 ZEBETD [OHBROT7A RKIL] HE5O—F] (ZEBEHEFEREER, 2015005 LZBREINEEDT
Jtik Unser-Schutz, 2017b TiBE : 71 v 77— M http//www.fumira.jp/ &V))
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KLITREINT VD L) IZ, KREICHHE T 5/ b B E SN ER R, B TH o7z (37.95% - Fl1). HiEud,
BAEVIIBWTESEIZENLZ ENE L, FRICKEL 2, 205V OREREER L L) axy MIkhoT:
LOD, EFOMOE#MLIY L, TEHICE s TOEPRVE SNAWMBOXATZERZ ENENHREREINTVWLD
PAFRAIND TH S I o WG - WRHR ORI ST EE E Ry UM, 2008%2H) 5, SdEMH ST
5 EDREETH Do HPUZIRWT, ZHTOELOFHART SRHFERT 2, HIRETOMBE LTHEITL Ay £—
T otz ZORND—D% B 21", TOMIZ, EFOERRS A A — DIz X vk — VA OARIZ 204
THo7,
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K1 ZHEOOEAE L TETONLERRZICHTHIHH (XY E—2ICBITREEPEVIR)

“fFo FELOMR (RS- S RIEBIN D LEHHT O %)
i Lg% L Ad Gxil
5 53 34.19% 62 41.89% 115 37.95%
B 61 39.35% 51 34.46% 112 36.96%
JiE 35 22.58% 47 31.76% 82 27.06%
A A=T" 47 30.32% 29 19.59% 76 25.08%
LY AUN 39 25.16% 35 23.65% 74 24.42%
ETA 35 22.58% 37 25.00% 72 23.76%
IR g ¢ 26 16.77% 15 10.14% 41 13.53%
HERTW 1 0.65% 3 2.03% 4 1.32%
Bt ) A B 2 1.29% 1 0.68% 3 0.99%
FEAR T 0 0.00% 2 1.35% 2 0.66%
e 1 0.65% 1 0.68% 2 0.66%

W) W VR RAD TRAE, A AT BRRATIOA A=V TRERAZ, FORDY) L REEOH/TNS
D—FRRUF A TRz, VER) AN FOABEL/EHY A FOhh b AL, VAR maIlET 5
KEBE|IZLT:

BI1 [ 2XFOAMOBEETY Lk, FMTEFTZ RO T L7z, ] (CHITEERAERLR, 2014a, pl3)
Bl2 [ ZNENDEFPEOFERRS LART S L2 Z R MBI TRO T L7 | (CHBTHRBAEE R, 2014b, pb)

—hi T, BAROBEFRN RSP ICER SN LEAP RSN, BEDPRIIAo7200 - BERI o/l v &)
WCEFIRICN: 2 v £ — D95 11218 (36.96%) Tho7zo Bl DL BEZLIIHO TR L LT Mo ([
B A=) TEINLZEWVI) XAy L=V 5N (410, 1353% - 3]2), BEL T, O+ S 2 8B L TR
L7z Ay —21341 (1353%) Rohiz. Bl 3B EOMBG LI TH L, BRENW LI12, Avt—TVO2KEH
W2 EEEARELZA vy L= VI RBIEWERE 2 L0 BEOAESE L2, FRREEERDOFDTL
LT Ay =TI PBE AL LD o7, TOERTIE, MBUIEZEZA, (WAL LHHN T, FEXHHPZUIA
Nonzbo] L) BIROBEPTETWLE I EDPHLNLTH L,

®2 ZANEVOORICERLZERDIRE (XY E—JICHBITREEHEHVIR)

HRCTHHEID Ty oMy (- SFRENHAOELGHTO %)

BTN NEE g iEs Bz Gt
MR 32 20.65% 31 20.95% 63 20.79%
JEH T D A 22 14.19% 23 15.54% 45 14.85%
DN P> Z DA 21 13.55% 17 11.49% 338 12.54%
FRE—~Zof 13 8.39% 21 14.19% 34 11.22%
HEE—~Z0f 16 10.32% 13 8.78% 29 957%
L A= 8 =>Z0ft 10 6.45% 10 6.76% 20 6.60%
DD DH 10 6.45% 10 6.76% 20 6.60%
A RX=T DA 12 7.74% 4 2.70% 16 5.28%
JH\ =2 DAt 7 452% 6 4.05% 13 4.29%
D A 6 3.87% 6 4.05% 12 3.96%
5D A 0 0.00% 3 2.03% 3 0.99%
BEREY A oA 2 1.29% 1 0.68% 3 0.99%
FRIE D A 2 1.29% 1 0.68% 3 0.99%
1 $r—Z DAt 1 0.65% 1 0.68% 2 0.66%
AR DA 1 0.65% 1 0.68% 2 0.66%
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) TR EEOBERPFEGIBICEIT Sz, T WA RAD GEAE, FORDY  RIREOZHIN S
D—FRRIFATRIINIZ, S A XA =T BEERSLEH DA A=V THRAZZ, M) A b FOHELER)
A NDOHNPEFRAZE, VAR BT ARESEIC L (FOMICELLABEREOT RN T2 EOTND)
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B3 DS THIFORTWARIICL L) EBW, BEESAOTE 1 UFflio THROF L7z ] (CERTHEBE TR,
2017a, p.15)

ZHIED A

RFETHRE SN2ATNE. EEIEEICER. o A—0FHAE KLOHARDEDOHZAFITEAERS
Nhirol: (B2 4HOE297E T 9 - 323 ). E30IED AT T, THAIEIERL 2 ZAi1I242M0 T, 20 ) L4443
BHEER SN/ —FCREEAEL 2 BANE294H T, 20 ) H122BEER R 57z, E 72 &4 E % #Ed L
7z Unser-Schutz (2017a) & FRZ#ER L 20 EFEORBBEHE IRV, 2FRNICH CARIOTFEL 050K TH S
CLHENTH D LA L, ZHISEENTH L 2 &2 BRAIHEL L CHBICIEM L2 A v =13 4BOARTH D |
ZIUEHHE LTSN L3MTho7z (Bl4), BETZ0L LT, [WHHOBN] OX v —ITIEHSS
LEEWY LF7200032 H 572 L0, AT ELOBEEEZERL TV L EBRTELH00, BT 546k
RS, HHIZ BAERNLHEBIE R > T RVE ) TH D, BB, BI5LBI6 noHANNSL LI 12, HATHD S

T AEHAEISH— L TBE LT, —HTEI e T VIE BI5), HETHL I ENLEE LL AW L ERET
LEHVD (BI6). 7205, ZHEBAHNE [HAS ] KL SN 2 D5, RIEVBOAMITIZIEALEDH B2 &
¥ 72 ZOfEm A3, Lieberson (2000) gL 4@Y) ., —FO7 7 v ¥ a YERIT T H 5 Z LT AHFEZRL T b,

x3 AEIORETLEDHFH
T ELOMR (A% - MR O LD %)

2 oy e
LR IRTY7 4, =

WHE TlE R WEEA T 723 eE 94 60.26% 73 4771% 167 54.05%
W A T o3 Ee T 62 39.74% 80 52.29% 142 45.95%
ET 156 100.00% 153 100.00% 309 100.00%
SR B T 126 125 242"
KOS E 7 % 4400 147 148 294*
FHAT L FBOR AN R AH 149 148 297"
K L%Ti&wm&itiﬂAﬁ éf%@ﬁiﬂ&wé AR T TR T

PRS- 4u % at). 7 it E o IGHAR DFHATIHTIN, BIPR S > TR ngmn (i

Eir o), *‘I‘SE}”]UE%%& < ;%ZZC%%HU’S:/T?L

Bld [BHibeAL 1 LFECOAFMIZE V) BLIADENE | FRLBIWMEELZRHES, Bne) L AE0H 5
NZEWHHNEZOF L7z (CHMHEF AR FR, 2017b, p7)
BI5  [HEZAFNII L2070 T, BoF72bhrofz EnbkOTWE Lz ] (CHITHEFRMEELR, 2012,

p.8)

Bl6 79DV HDET [BX] ITHE HRTEAE8Ww )] 2000z F Lz (CEITHEBERAMmLR, 2009,
p.5)

ZEPEVEFEDICHTHHELE

g & BIF 2 BIARIED A 50 L7z X v b — VSIS o7z (F4)o IFORT S BT ONIZARALD B, Y4
AZIEREDLYDOANDOBEEZY ANTWEL D, TOMAO—HTHS ) 19BIZET LNz [Dbwnn] Ln) i
Bk, KFOAHRERCOIHE E L TOAREITONA, ABBREEHL T30 LTHRT LI L0 TE S, W)‘
b | EEbIUE, AR G 2EO28H 505, bwnd O NHFER RIS E R L, REEAYIC
WY D2 EMNTE AR (Nittono, Fukushima, Yano, & Moriya, 2012) o FDEIETIL, [0 o TIIL W] 2 &5,
FODIHESTIELVEWVIBRMEY ZFH L7200 LEZOND, FHUL2H DT, FLHOUWHKITKD /4
e LT, 2oz, [EL] (13:#), [7T5] (6:8), [Bweh ] (28) ErB¥Fonis, ERNOLREE vz
L [Bweh) | i3, HROa 7 2EEZLbFHLNTED (Travis, 1998). BHAWIZHF 525D TlE% . h#E L DT
FHEBLTERHENIFHTH L, £OHT, TROR) | 2HEIZEON L0, 2130 THY DAL & OUf#E 72 BR
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ENIZEINT WL EVWZETHA Ao HERIZ, [BLL] 20, EbIS [BEENE] LHIH-TWEI &%, AH]
ORI E LTHEIF A v =T b TldHo72 BIT),

x4 BEOORICERINLZAX—JICHATEIHY (X v E-—2IKET2EEPBVIR)
FEL ORI (a% - MR OELXHTD %)

A=

B L8 ol
Ep 0 0.00% 19 12.84% 19 6.27%
FLW-EIND 2 1.29% 5 3.38% 7 2.31%
BLW 8 5.16% 5 3.38% 13 4.29%
TER 4 2.58% 2 1.35% 6 1.98%
[ 2 1.29% 2 1.35% 4 1.32%
72 ELW 4 2.58% 0 0.00% 4 1.32%
GRS 6 3.87% 5 3.38% 11 3.63%
B ) 3d 5 2 1.29% 0 0.00% 2 0.66%

BT THDSOEENLEI AT bV, FHAMSTOTE Lrz) (CHIEHRAETR, 2013, p7)
5 A

FROKREETEDL L, A EZEABIIRIERTL20IIZOEFETH ), THEEIBIENHBOA, EiLFD
WO TSN B EAIATFR . BEFIZ, —D—DM— 2L K SN LD H 5 2 Lid, AHIOFHIZEED 5T
WRET (Wb NBFET) AL CW2EEE LTINS (M, 2005) A5, W C:ERIT 2 558
WZ LD, [FEBIL o TIRBE=FEDOLF] 21T 5 2 LD HBOEF~DZZb) LY EHINTNE I L
RRET D, SNLOEERET A, BLESRICEDNTVBIFEER SR TRV, HLVIEINTTEDLNTE
7o) IR LB TREINTVWDLLEZ LMD,

T, BARTIEFHRT A EERLAEN V272000, HFEEEZRO LB, 2O T S 2EHT 5
AACEH SNz, BEHTHBIE L L DI, BFOAFPHAIL Lo TSI ELD HLWEHAIZ S WA
EL BRI WEET RN BB AT AL D5 L 3L TH Y, MEIZE > TOFEARLT SEEMT L LA
72072 L2 EHTIUL, KREOHERSRIEID ETDYDOANOAEEZZ L WHEIBL W E W) FIRELFT S X
ATHbBH, LHL. ZOFML, [HMFOEM] #HAMLLZZ23DTH L, AHITEFEREELE»r LRI Z, F
NENDFEEOYR MAETOMTIZED L WIRY | [FAIC W] 25T R L TliEICE > TEIUIZEEHICE
5EVZHODMETE R,

AWIFEIEA L7 =7 13O REE S L. F—I12. R T 2L L3 7 20BN LR OTHY, #%
T 2#BRRE o2 SINT 2 BHER L (IR0, BIGEICHBO T EODEHEE X v — ViR 72
B, BOZ) L EBEXLTPEBTHS ) T2, KITLEMENTEIITCA T I 2 =27 4 ITRT 550
e, B EbEZOND. RFEORKEE LT, % E#kT 2N E NI EAVREND, HOHR
T5ZEERIHG LB TEEAN T 2B 2502w, £, KaTAEHL T THHEMR D
DTHY ., BT ETLEOBRE., T34 TOERIZEINTZLDOTIE RV, EFNTELTEDL EDOH L WA
OHFT, ZAHTOBE EBEIFLESN TV REEND S, B2 RBEOT— 7 IZAN R LD TH L0022,
HOOMBEPITONTh AR LD S, FaAI 2274 OO X 2 N—28 ) BN D08 ) BE#OILT, Mo
ABRBOTINE ) ZHHADARHTEZALLNTH L) EXITHFEA Y =TI PENBDTH L7290, #FHL b
LIZEHIHEINLBVAH, RELTOLY TIAXR=- bOHHIMICH L ZEDVE N LD THIIELLNS,

ZNTH, AMRICL o THONLHESL L\, 9, AHZODOPEENTH - TH, AT LD ERENID
T3I2=74 LOBRMEBEALAMEIICH L ZENHOP IR/ L L) AEEICHT 28T E 2 A DR
BENTWD, T2, BEHOEBEINL L, HROIFEALDTELDNHEVICELZ L THLZ &L, BEEIER
ENTWBETFHETEL T, FUAHEEBE LTSN TRV A%, BREV, —oomfEtid, fti vy b
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OFEFLVWEE L 2O, FRROMBERTHRR L) ZEENE LTINS 5., 2F 0, fFIZETE—
WLTHEIVHDOTIEIRWEELLONTWED, HOMBZITo TWwa Wb ZEX oMb, —/H T, fkzEMRL
TWAIENFRZFEERIN TRV E W) WEERL H 5,

SHROBEE LT, LHTHEPEENTH L2012, AN THE L AEM L2 LEZ TR WE L ARG 2 05
bdHbo 2FN, FLDVABEL TV L)AL, REFHALL VEERDNL AT IFATEATYDLDD,
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HHZENVHERZ L THDL, O EREET 2, BAFED, AEEIKIR T 2 BHESVTEELH S 9,
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