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The Effect of Display Devices and Font
on Reading Performance and Impression Evaluation

KOBAYASHI Lisa and TAKAHASHI Naoya

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to analyze the influence of display devices (paper and electronic) and font on reading
performance and impression evaluation. 28 university students participated in 2 (paper / electronic) %2 (normal font /
special font) between design experiment. Dependent variables were reading performance (reading time / degree to
understand the contents) and impression evaluation. As a result, there was no significant in reading performance depend-
ing on display devices and fonts. Participants had a favorable impression of the paper device rather than the electronic
device, and the normal font had a preferable impression than the special font. Participants who like paper device preferred
special fonts, and participants who like electronic device liked regular fonts. Based on above results, in reading, unfamiliar
display device and font lead to undesirable impressions, but it was discussed that combinations of familiar fonts and display
device with unfamiliar fonts and display device caused dishabituation.
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