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The Changes of Interaction Patterns between Males and
Females in Love Relationships

KAWANA Yoshihiro

Abstract

Internet survey was conducted to study the changes of interaction patterns between men and women in love relation-
ships. Survey participants are 968 males and 967 females of all over Japan. Their ages are between 20~49. Samples were
divided into 6 different love relationship phases: friend, unrequited, platonic, love-sexual, affianced and married. The
degrees of contents of love relation interactions; communication, co-activities, body contacts were investigated. These inter-
action patterns were compared between males and females, between age groups, 20's, 30’s and 40’s.

Males are found to be more active in communication, co-activities in the early stages of love relation. Females are found
to be more active in the later stages of love relation, especially after engagement. Body-touches by males are more fre-
quent than females all the stages. Younger couples are more active in communication, co-activities and body-touches.

Disagreement of opinions between males and females are increased with the development of close relationships. Dis-
agreement reaches at top in the married couples. Males  flirtations are more frequent than females at all the stages.
Females’ flirtation tendency is very low after the marriage. Male jealousy tendency is more frequent than females. Male
jealousy reaches at top after engagement. These different interaction patterns between males and females were discussed

in terms of evolutionary psychological perspectives.
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