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One Scene concerning the Vicissitudes
of the Discourse on the Latter Age of the Dharma
in China : An Interpretational Study on the Inscription
on the Stone Wall of the Buddhist Cave Temple
Engraved the Newly Discovered Text
of the Golden Coffin Sutra (Jinguan-Jing)

Isshin TEJIMA

It is recognized that the Golden Coffin Sutra %FE#t was produced in the end of the
Period of Northern and Southern Dynasties in China, and the sutra contained the discourse
on latter age of the Dharma. There were only a few remains that showed the text of the
sutra so far. In my 2010 field survey in China, I discovered a fragmentary text of the
Golden Coffin Sutra engraved on the outer stone wall of the cave site, called Taipingsi
Temple Cave AF=FEEEE in Zhaijian Valley Z2{# %+, Qinyang City bR 117, Henan Province
4. The engraved text included the Golden Coffin Sutra, the inscription and the names
of about 120 donors.

This article tried specially to interpret the inscription referring to “Emperor of Sui
Dynasty”. As a result, I clarified that the inscription was written about the history of the
Cave Temple which was established in the trend of great change from suppression to
revival of Buddhism, and that the inscription was produced in the late 6th century to early
7th century, almost the same period as Emperor Wen built 111 stupas in all over China.
Moreover, analyzing the positional relationship between the inscription and the sutra and
the names of donors on the outer stone wall, I concluded that all of these were integrally

engraved when creating the cave temple.
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