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Jean-Jacques Rousseau’s Educational Theories and the Japanese Motherhood

Shigeru ASANUMA (Faculty of Psychology, Rissho University)

Abstract
Version 1

In this study, I have explored the alternatives of education to traditional education based on the
educational concepts of Jean-Jacques Rousseau. There are two principles we have to clarify in order to
out his theories into practice in the real world. First, at the beginning of Emile, he mentions that
everything comes out in “good” without the interference of human hands. But whatever it is handed
over human, it always becomes “bad.” The implication of that phrase is that education in human
hands inferiors education of nature and things. The idea of passive education is based on this tenet.
We can find a number of successful cases of passive education. They are also called “education with-
out teaching.” Second, Rousseau imposed a comparative cultural perspective on western motherhood.
On the one hand, swaddling is the most popular style of caring babies as seen in Western paintings
and pictures. It leads to the so-called “maternal rejection” seen in the national character of America,
coined by Erik Erikson. On the other hand, a newborn baby in Japan is symbolically delineated as a
central figure in a family. Keigo Okonogi points out with the phrase, “The Kanji character of River
(Kawa)”. He claimed that the Japanese motherhood cannot simply be defined as an attachment to
babies but it contains a deeper meaning of the ultimate motherly forgiveness called “Ajase complex”
which is based on the ancient Buddhist philosophy. The maternal rejection in the West can be con-
trasted with the Japanese Ajase. The comparative cultural difference of baby caring sometimes pro-
duces cross-nation-conflicts that cannot be solved by the communication between parents. Through
this study, I would suggest the best practice baby caring suited for the development of indubitable
stable ego-identity and hope to resolve the baby caring issues many Japanese faces.
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