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1. Foreword

There is no doubt that the discovery of Sanskrit Buddhist manuscripts transmitted to and
stored in Nepal have contributed to modern Buddhist studies of the present day.

So remarkable is the contribution of this discovery to modern Buddhist studies, with Nepal
serving as the storehouse of Sanskrit Buddhist manuscripts which had been lost in their orig-
inal home of India, that the aspect of the uniqueness of Nepalese Buddhism itself has often
been overlooked.

Recent field research of Buddhism in Nepal, however, has revealed that the library of San-
skrit Buddhist scriptures found in Nepal contains numerous documents written or edited by
Nepalese. It has also been reported that manuscripts of texts with themes related to Nepal
have tend to remain there; the Buddhist Sanskrit manuscripts found in Nepal have been cop-
ied and conveyed under the unique religious cultural sphere called “Newar Buddhism.” We
should revise our impression of Nepal Buddhism as a mere descendant of Indian Buddhism
and recognize it correctly as a unique original Buddhist tradition on a par with other major
Buddhist traditions.

Now specific research into the uniqueness of Newar Buddhism is needed in order to draw
an overall picture of Buddhist culture in Nepal. Will Tuladhar-Douglas, one of the leading
scholars in this field, once introduced the navadharma or navagrantha, which literally means

“nine scriptures,” as the symbolic feature of the uniqueness of Newar Buddhism.
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He also pointed out that the nine scriptures which constitute navadharma correspond to
the deities/items of the members of Dharma-mandala in the Triratna-mandala. According to
his argument, the list of the nine scriptures was partially modified along with the transforma-
tion of the ritualistic context of Newar Buddhism so that the number of related scriptures

comes to 11 in total.

Those 11 scriptures are as follows:

Note: The numbers in parentheses following the name of each part correspond to the catalog

numbers; the hyphenated numbers refer to the frontispiece numbers.

- Constituent parts of the new set:
(1) Astasahasrika Prajiiaparamita (No.003-005) — Fig4
(2) Gandavyiha (No.012-003) — Figh
(3) Dasabhumika (No.012-004) — Fig6
(4) Samadhiraja (No.012-005) — Fig7
(5) Lankavatara (No.012-006) — Fig8
(6) Saddharmapundarika (No. 012-002) — Fig9
(7) Tathagata Guhyaka (No.017-002) — Fig.10
(8) Lalitavistara (No.012-001) - Figll
(9) Suvarna Prabhasottama Sutrendra Ratnaraja (No.017-001) — Fig.12

- Elements which existed in the old set:
(7") Namasamgiti (No.001-014) - Fig.13
(9) Pasicaraksa (No.007-001) — Fig.l4

The Thapa collection digital library of Nepal Sanskrit Buddhist manuscripts, which
this paper intends to introduce, contains all 11 of those manuscripts, including rare scriptures
such as a complete version of Tathagata Guhyaka. We believe this would make a great con-
tribution not only to the basic study of Newar Buddhism but also to the study of Mahayana
Buddhism in general.

A special feature of our project is that we are collecting the manuscripts not in physical

but in digital data format. We have adopted this new approach to enable us to carry out phil-
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ological studies without depriving local monks of the opportunity for ongoing ritualistic prac-
tice. It should be noted that the manuscripts are still actively used in daily rituals in the lively
culture of Nepal Buddhism. Our approach will allow us to reach a more comprehensive
understanding of Newar Buddhism, including a view of the ritual side as well.

Rissho University possesses a Sanskrit manuscript of Gandavyiha (Cf. Fig3; see also
Fumio Shoji, ‘The archives of Ekai Kawaguchi at Rissho University Library’, Universal and
International nature of the Lotus Sutra: proceedings of the Seventh International Conference
on the Lotus Sutra, 2013) that was brought from Nepal to Japan by the Venerable Ekai
Kawaguchi. Interestingly enough, we can see the cover painting of Lankavatara (Cf. Fig2) in
the Thapa collection is nearly identical to that of the Rissho University Gandavyiha. Cover
paintings, in general, are closely related to the workshops which copied the manuscripts.
Therefore, it is probable that both manuscripts were produced in the same workshop. Care-
ful bibliographical investigation of the Thapa collection can give us many hints for identifying
the lineages of copied manuscripts, both those remaining in Nepal and scattered around the
world.

It is a great honor for the Rissho University Nepal Research Project to introduce this
promising resource of the Thapa collection digital library of Nepal Sanskrit Buddhist manu-
scripts to associated fields of Buddhist studies here in this historical journal.

(Fumio Shoji & Kazunori Sasaki)
2. List of Manuscripts

The manuscripts in the following list are owned by 17 entities. Professor Shanker Thapa
has digitized them, and here we refer to this digitized collection as the “Shanker Thapa Col-
lection.”

In accordance with the notation in the “Catalogue of Shanker Thapa's First Phase Digital
Collection of Private Sanskrit Buddhist Manuscripts in Patan, Nepal, [2013 Aug - July 2014],
Surveyed and Digitised by Dr. Shanker Thapa,” researched and created by Prof. Shankar

Thapa, the list below describes the bibliographic information for each manuscript as follows.

Collection No. - Ms. No., Manuscript Title, Total Folios, Script, Date.

The following abbreviations are used in this list:
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B : Bangla (Bengli)

BS : Vikrama (Bikrama) samvat
D : Devanagari

NS : Nepala samvat

P : Pracalit Newarl

R : Ranjana

Collection No. 001 Nirmala KC Collection

001-001: Dasa Kriva, 6 fols., P.

001-002: Tithiphala Vicara, 25 fols., D.

001-003: Aparimitayunama Dharani, 20 fols., P, NS 994.
001-004: Bouddha Mantra, 3 fols., P.

001-005: Jyotisa Ratnamala, 2 fols., D, 1914 BS.

001-006: Saptavim (Sic)satika Ksetra ya Vidhi, 2 fols., D.
001-007: Dvadasa Purna Candra Stotra, 3 fols., P.

001-008: Arya Ganapatinama Dharani, 4 fols., P.

001-009: Mahasdaksyari Mahavidyanama Dharant, 4 fols., P.
001-010: Namastare Saptaka Vim (Sic) sati, 4 fols., P.
001-011: Mahamaya Vijayavahininama Dharani, 9 fols., P.
001-012: Haratinama Mantra Dharani, 5 fols., P.

001-013: Paricaraksa Sutram, 32 fols., P, 898 NS.

001-014: Namasamgiti, 28 fols., P, 985 NS.

001-015: Cakrasamvarasya Mulamantra Dharani, 5 fols., P.
001-016: Dakakrta Kakapariksa, 31 long tied book, P.
001-017: Bhauma Stotra, 4 fols., D.

001-018: Mahabharata Gada Parva, 76 fols., P, 796 NS.
001-019: Mahabharata, 141 fols., P.

001-020: Sri Haripati Viracita Jatakanama, 38 fols., P.
001-021: Kama Sastra Kosa, 18 fols., D.
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001-022: Sahadeva Vaca, 2 fols., D.

001-023: Arya Tara Stotra, 1 fol,, P.

001-024: Tattva Jiiana Sam (Sic)siddhi Vak Puja Vidhi, 1 fol., P.

001-025: Sukasaptati Saptavara Katha Sam (Sic)graha [Carita Katha), 196 fols.,, P, 847
NS.

Collection No. 002 Shanker Thapa Collection

002-001: Arya Tathagatosnisa Sitatapatranama Apardjita Pratyangira Mahavidyaraiii,
24 fols,, P.

002-002: Graha Phala 1 fol., D.

002-003: Aryva Amoghapasanama Hrdayam Mahayana Sutram, 19 fols.,, P, 1036 NS.

002-004: Arya Tara Bhattarikava Namastottara Stotra, 21 fols., P, 1024 NS.

002-005: Arya Pasncavimsatika Prajiiaparamita Mantranama Dharani, 4 fols., P.

002-006: Pazicaraksa Sutrani, 30 fols., P.

002-007: Karmakanda, 70 fols., P, 772 NS.

002-008: Sri Ugracandesvari Tantra Mohinisvara Samvada, 45 fols., P.

002-009: Rudrayamala Tantra, 46 fols., P.

002-010: Garuda Purana Preta Katha, 87 fols., D.

002-011: Vividha Mantra, 4 fols., P.

002-012: Marici Mantranama, 1 fol., P.

002-013: Vidhi, 1 fol,, P.

002-014: Harati Stotra, 1 fol,, D, 1044 NS.

002-015: Mahabharata, 131 fols., B.

002-016: Painted wooden covers, 2 pcs.

002-017: Astamatrika Mandala, 1 fol., D.

002-018: Durgadharana Yantra, 1 fol., D.

002-019: Mantra / Mandala, 1 fol,, D.

002-020: Durgadharaya Yantra, 1 fol., D.

002-021: Govinda Dharana Yantra, 1 fol., D.

002-022: Mandapa Vastu Puja Vidhi, 6 fols., D.

002-023: Mandala / Yantra, 2 fols., D.

002-024: Deva Mandala, 1 fol., D.

002-025: Mandapa Vastu Cakra Vidhi, 1 fol., D.
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002-026: Saddharma Sam (Sic) raksana, 2 fols., D.
002-027: Rasa Gangadhara, 5 fols., D.

002-028: Laghu Sabdendu Sekhara, 4 fols., D
002-029: Karta Virya Kavaca, 1 fol., D.
002-030: Vyadhikarana Cintamani, 6 fols., D.
002-031: Nirukti Siromani, 2 fols., D.

002-032: Unknown mixed fragments, 6 fols., D.
002-033: Unknown folios, 2 fols., D.

002-034: Mixed fragments, 15 fols., D.

002-035: Brahmanda Diagram, 1 fol., D.
002-036: Ksasti Yoga Vidhi, Hindu, 1 fol., D.

Collection No. 003 Padmavarna Mahayana Mahavihara

003-001: Hrdaya Aparajita(Sic) nama Dharani, 15 fols., P.

003-002: Abhayankarinama Dharani, 3 fols., P.

003-003: Aryva Aparimitanama Dharani, 17 fols,, P.

003-004: Cakrasamvara Dharani, 1 fol,, P.

003-005: Astasahasrika Prajna(Sic) paramita Sitra, 360 fols., P, 1063 NS.
003-006: Svavambhu ya Cha Piuja, 104 fols., D.

003-007: Pancaraksa Dharant, 95 fols., P, 990 NS.

003-008: Astamangalastaka, 4 fols., D.

003-009: Ganacakra, Buddhist (Sic), 51 fols., P.

003-010: Uposatha Vrata [Astami Vrata], 113 fols., P.

Collection No. 004 Naresh Sikya

004-001: Havagriva Dharani, 4 fols., P.

004-002: Dasa Kriya Vidhi, 48 fols., P, 941 NS.

004-003: Devi Sahasranama Kavaca Stotramala, 51 fols., P.
004-004: Buddhi Canakya, 37 fols., P.

004-005: Painted fragments [7ada Patral, 4 fols., P.

004-006: Paintings: Panca Buddha and Tantric Deities, 2 fols.
004-007: Paintings: Tantric Deities (on palm leaves), 3 fols.
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Collection No. 005 Milan Sakya

005-001: Canakyasara Samgraha, 90 fols., P.

005-002: Tara Puja, 2 fols., P.

005-003: Tara Stotra, 1 fol,, D.

005-004: Tara Stotra, 1 fol,, P.

005-005: Aparimitayu Sutra, 2 fols., P.

005-006: Namasamgiti, 26 fols., P, 1025 NS.

005-007: Srimadaryavalokitesvara Vivihad Stotra, 17 fols, P, 797 NS.

Collection No. 006 Rasmi Sakya

006-001: Aryaviokitesvarasya Ganapati Samgraha, 19 fols, D, 1034 NS.
006-002: Mantra Sangraha, 11 fols., R.

Collection No. 007 Raj Bhai Vajracarya

007-001: Pancaraksa Sutra, 213 fols., P, 961 NS.

007-002: Pinda Kriva, 32 fols., P, 1042 NS.

007-003: Vidhi, 15 fols., P.

007-004: Jatakarma, 28 fols., P, 1059 NS.

007-005: Tantra Vidhi, 18 fols., P.

007-006: Lokesvara Stotra, 18 fols., P.

007-007: Lokacara Guram, 16 fols., P.

007-008: Lokesvara Prarthana, 4 fols., P.

007-009: Unknown title, 2 fols., P.

007-010: Dvadasa Tirtha, 18 fols., P.

007-011: Gunakarandavyvitha Sutra, 24 fols., D, 1067 NS.

007-012: Namasamgiti, 6 fols., D, 1067 NS.

007-013: Sakyamiini Stotra, Svayambhi Stotra, Adi Buddha Stotra, Dvadaska Stotra,
Aryaparimitayu Dharani, 2 fols., D, 1067 NS.

007-014: Staparamita Stotra, Kirtikanta Stotra, 3 fols., D.

007-015: Lalit(Sic) vistara [Newari Katha], 73 fols., D, 1068 NS.

007-016: Tantra unknown, 1 fol, P.

007-017: Graha Santi, - 1 fol., P.
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007-018: Pratyangira, -, 1 fol,, P.
007-019: Unknown fragment, 1 fol., P.
007-020: Tri Sarana Vyakhya, 9 fols., D.

Collection No. 008 Jaankar Vajracarya

008-001: Caca Songs, 25 fols., P.

008-002: Newa Mhe (Old Newari Songs), 28 fols., P.

008-003: Arva Sarvatathagatosnisa Sitatapatranamaparajita Mahapratyangira
Mahavidyarajni, 22 fols., P.

008-004: Devaratha, Vividha Bouddha Pu(Sic)ja Vidhi, Stotra, 20 fols., P, 1946 BS.

008-005: Pratyangira Siddhi Mantra, -, 9 fols., D.

008-006: Pratvangira Stotra, 6 fols., ?, 916 NS.

008-007: Title unknown, 16 fols., P.

008-008: Visvantara ko Katha, 35 fols., D, 1900 BS.

Collection No. 009 Astaman Sakya

009-001: Pasicaraksa Sutra, 180 fols., P, 958 NS.
009-002: Unknown fragments, 2 fols., P.

Collection No. 010 Purna Laksmi Sikya

010-001: Svayambhi Purana, 393 fols., D, 1063 NS.

010-002: Svayambhi Purana [Fragment], 2 fols., D.

010-003: Ganapati Dharani, 1 fol,, D.

010-004: Vasundharakalpavadana Suryodayaraja Uddhara Katha, 49 fols., D, 1061 NS.

010-005: Sarvatathagatosnisa Sitatapatranamaaparajita Mahapratyangira Mahavidyara-
g, 17 fols., P.

010-006: Arya Dhvajagrakeyurinama Dharani, 4 fols., P.

010-007: Saptavara Dharant, 23 fols., D.

010-008: Sri Pasica Buddha Japa Mantra, 1 fol., D.

010-009: Sri Cakrasamvara Puja Japa Mantra, 1 fol, D.

010-010: Pu(Sic)ja Saphi, 6 fols., D.
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Collection No. 011 Indra Kumari Vajracarya

011-001: Dvadasa Pu(Sic) rna Candra Stotra, 2 fols., P.
011-002: Unknown misc. fragments, 4 fols., P.
011-003:, - 1 fol, P.

Collection No. 012 Dharma R3aj Vajracarya Collection

012-001: Lalitavistara Sutra, 254 fols., P.

012-002: Saddharmapundarika Sutra, 261 fols., P.
012-003: Gandavyuha Sutra, 364 fols., P, 915 NS.
012-004: Dasabhimika Sutra, 182 fols., P.

012-005: Samadhiraja Sutra, 234 fols., P, 850 NS.
012-006: Lankavatara Sitra, 125 fols., P.

012-007: Svayambhu Purana, 136 fols., P, 920 NS.
012-008: Avadana Katha, 125 fols., P.

012-009: Danaratnakara, 79 fols., P.

012-010: Graha Matrika fragments, 6 fols., P.
012-011: Stotram [Angaraka, Buddha, Sukra, Sani, Ketu], 24 fols., D.
012-012: Tirtha Mahatmya, 4 fols., P.

012-013: Dharani, 6 fols., P.

012-014: Caitya Bhattaraka, 3 fols., P.

012-015: Prajnaparamita Sutra Fragments, 2 fols., P.
012-016: Tithi Nirnava, 62 fols., D.

012-017: Arya Tara Sragdhara Stotram, 13 fols., D.

Collection No. 013 Suddodhan Sakya Collection
013-001: Pasicaraksa Su(Sic) tra, 151 fols., P, 961 NS.
Collection No. 014 Jiana Ratna Sakya

014-001: Painted wooden covers, 7 pcs.

014-002: Canakyasara Samgraha, 58 fols., D.

014-003: Arya Tara Bhattarika Namastottara(Sic) Satakam, 53 fols., D.
014-004: Vividha Dharani, 34 fols., D.
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014-005: Grahamatrikanama Dharant, 14 fols., P.

014-006: Ausadi Sastra, 22 fols,, P, 901 NS.

014-007: Vividha Dharani, 10 fols., P.

014-008: Dhvajagrakeyurinama Dharani, 4 fols., P.

014-009: Saptavara Dharani, 40 fols., P, 1042 NS.

014-010: Aparimitayunama Dharant, 21 fols., P.

014-011: Grahamatrika, 11 fols., P.

014-012: Arya Tathagatosnisa Sitatapatranamaparajita Mahapratyangiranama Dharani
Mahavidyarajni, 11 fols,, P.

014-013: Paricaraksa Sutra, 130 fols., P, 946 NS.

014-014: Lalitavistaranama Mahayana Sutra, 259 fols., P, 803 NS.

014-015: Karandavyiha Sutra, 98 fols., P, 908 NS.

014-016: Vasundhara Vrata, 33 fols.,, P, 917 NS.

014-017: Vasundhara Devi ya Bakham, 47 fols., P.

014-018: Paricaraksa Sutra, 43 fols., P, 934 NS.

014-019: Cakrasamvara Puja Vidhi, 18 fols., P.

014-020: Paramartha Namasamgiti, 23 fols., P.

014-021: Arya Grahamatrikanama Dharani, 11 fols., P, 929 NS.

014-022: Arya Tara Bhattarikava Namastottara(Sic) Satakam, 22 fols., P.

014-023: Cakrasamvarasya Mula Mantra Dharani, 5 fols., P.

014-024: Arya Taranama Dharani, 8 fols., P.

014-025: Bagalamukhi Stotra, 5 fols., P, 1066 NS.

014-026: Durgasataka Bhagavati, 3 fols., P.

014-027: Candamaharosana Valinama Dharani, 2 fols., P.

014-028: Acalavira Sri Guhya Kalacakranama Hydaya Dharani, 11 fols., P, 1070 NS.

014-029: Nityacara Manast Bhavana, 21 fols., P, 1024 NS.

014-030: Prajnaparamita Ekavimsati Stotra, 4 fols., P, 1041 NS.

014-031: Sanicaranama Dharani, 7 fols, P, 1066 NS.

014-032: Aparimita Mahayana Sutra, 19 fols., P.

014-033: Arya Tathagatosnisa Sitatapatranamaparajita Mahavidyarajii, 20 fols., P, 1043
NS.

014-034: Nityacara Manasi Bhavana, 16 fols., P.

014-035: Bhadracari Pranidhana Ratnaraja, 10 fols., P.
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014-036: Kalacakra Guhya Hrdaya Dharani, 10 fols., P.

014-037: Ganpati Hrdaya Dharani, 3 fols., P.

014-038: Mahadana Vakya, 2 fols., P.

014-039: Marnjusri Patha Yayegu Dharani, 2 fols., P, 1036 NS.

014-040: Cvaskamini Ekavim (Sic) sati Stotra, 4 fols., P.

014-041: Tara Stotra, 6 fols., P.

014-042: Vajrasattva Kayesya Tathagata Krata Vyapta, 6 fols., P.

014-043: Vajranairatma Devi Hrdaya Mantra, 4 fols., P.

014-044: Mahamegha Samadhi Varsa Parna, 16 fols., P.

014-045: Misc. fragments [Sanicara ya Patha, Haratimata Mila Mantra, Tara Stotra,
Avalokitesvara Abhayankatinama Dharani, Gathahey nama Dharani, Mahisasa-
muvara Hrdayanama Dharani, Hevajra, Candamaharosana, Marnjusri), 13 fols., P.

014-046: Mahisa Sam (Sic) vara Hrdayanama Dharani, 1 fol., P.

014-047: Abhayankarinama Dharant, 1 fol., P.

014-048: Tara Stotra, 1 fol, P.

014-049: Unknown fragment, 1 fol., P.

014-050: Marjusri Mahabhaya, 1 fol., P.

014-051: Candamaharosana, 1 fol., P.

014-052: Harati Devi Mulamantra, 2 fols,, P, 1041 NS.

014-053: Sanicara ya Patha, 1 fol, P.

Collection No. 015 Cakra Raj Vajracarya
015-001: Gunakarandavyuha Sutra, 289 fols., P.
Collection No. 016 Dipak Vajracarya

016-001: Arva Karandavyiha Mahavana Satra Ratnardja, 112 fols., P.

016-002: Paramarthanama Vinirgata Mahapratyangira Mahavidyarayii, 142 fols., P, 1026
NS.

016-003: Parcaraksa Sutra, 176 fols., P.

016-004: Durgatiparisodhana, 101 fols., P, 958 NS.

016-005: Gunakarandavyiha Sutraraja, 178 fols., P.

016-006: Posdhavadanam, 18 fols., P.

016-007: Sodasa Puja Vidhana, 25 fols., P.
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016-008: Puja Vidhi, 50 fols., P.

016-009: Visvantara Varnana Katha, 35 fols., P.

016-010: Suvarnaprabhasottama Sutrendraraja Vyaghri Parivarta, 14 fols., P.
016-011: Saptakumarika Janma Bhittva Sukhavati Gamana Prakarana, 21 fols., P.
016-012: Vimalavadana | Vicitra Ratnavadana), 25 fols., D.

016-013: Deva Putroddvara Prakaranam, 7 fols., D.

016-014: Diksa ya Caca, 14 fols., P.

016-015: Homa Kriya, 31 fols., P.

016-016: Dvadasa Tirtha Naga Puja Vidhi, 16 fols., P.

016-017: Caca Saphu, 35 fols., P.

016-018: Vasundhara Vrata Vidhana + Astami Vrata Vidhi, 31 fols, P, 1014 NS.
016-019: Saptavidhanottara Puja, 24, fols., P.

016-020: Sraddha(Sic) Vidhi, 58 fols., P.

016-021: Mayacakra Stotra, Vajravarahi Stotra, Cakra Puja, 34 fols., P, 1010 NS.
016-022: Ahoratra Yajna Vidhi, 23 fols., P, 965 NS.

016-023: Navagraha Puja, 12 fols., P, 1010 NS.

016-024: Guhyabhiseka Vidhi + Dasa Krodha Vidhi, 66 fols., P, 932 NS.
016-025: Yoni Sodhana Vidhi, 49 fols., P.

016-026: Satra Sen Ko Katha, 46 fols., D.

016-027: Adbhuta Kuladipa Dharmaraja Katha, 98 fols., D, 1035 NS.

016-028: Grha Suddhi, 18 fols,, P.

016-029: Diksa ya Saphu, 28 fols., P.

016-030: Vividha Puja Vidhi, 18 fols., P.

016-031: Unknown ritual text + musical text, 26 fols,, P.

Collection No. 017 Tej Ratna Vajracarya

017-001: S(Sic) uvarna Prabhasottama Sutrendra Ratnardja, 97 fols., P.
017-002: Tathagata Guhyaka, 112 fols., P.
(Shanker Thapa & Fumio Shoji)
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