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Summary

One Scene concerning the Vicissitudes of the

Discourse on the Latter Age of the Dharma in China

: A Study on the Newly Discovered Text of the Golden
Coffin Sutra (Jinguan-Jing) engraved on the stone wall
of the Buddhist cave temple

Isshin TrjmvaA

It is recognized that the Golden Coffin Sutra (Jinguan-Jing, %16#%) was produced in the
end of the Period of Northern and Southern Dynasties in China, and the sutra contained
the discourse on latter age of the Dharma. There were only a few remains that showed
the text of the sutra so far. The oldest text remains on the back of the stone stele of the
Buddhist statue, which was built in CE 589 under Sui & Dynasty. After that, the many
contents were added to the original sutra. The text on the stone slab engraved in the 9th
century Tang Dynasty was made by the text added many contens, and it contains
almost no missing letters.

In the previous article, I published that I discovered a fragmentary text of the Golden
Coffin Sutra engraved on the outer stone wall of the cave site, called Taipingsi Temple
Cave KF3FEEE in Zhaijian Valley %24, Qinyang City Wbk, Henan Province {7
4. And as a result of further research, I released that the sutra was engraved along
with the building of the stone cave temple and with the making of the inscription which
described its background in the late 6th century to early 7th century, etc.

The first purpose of this article is to clarify the position of the newly discovered text
of the sutra through comparison with the texts of several versions, and the second
purpose is to clarify the meaning of the sutra at this cave temple.

As a result of the consideration, I made clear the following points : First, the newly
discovered text of the sutra was slightly different from the oldest text in existence, but it

was still similar to the oldest one. Second, based on the fact that the inscription of the



cave temple praised the sincere spirits of the donors, and the fact that the original
purpose of this sutra emphasized the necessity of the sincere spirits in the time of
transcription of any Buddhist sutras and imaging Buddhist statues, it was revealed that
the purpose of engraving the sutra at this site was to criticize a trend which had valued
only making books by transcription of sutras and imaging Buddhist statues. It was also
revealed that the creator (the monk named Guifa ##:) and the donors of the cave
temple had not forgotten the crisis consciousness of the discourse on latter age of the
Dharma beginning from the end of the Northern and Southern Dynasties, despite that
Emperor Wen 37 of Sui F§ Dynasty implemented the revival policy of the Buddhism at
that time. Besides, it seems that the situation appeared as an autonomous movement

within the religious community.

[Efay



