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Attractiveness and Satisfaction in Male and Female Relationships in Korea

Yoshihiro KAWANA (Rissho University, Professor of Department of Psychology)

Abstract

A questionnaire survey was conducted to Korean university students about the relationship between
men and women of the opposite sex. Data on 42 men and 31 women was collected. The contents of the
questionnaire are the attractiveness of the other party, one’s attractiveness, the content of interaction, love
for the other party, love from the other party, relationship satisfaction, relationship happiness, and so on.
From the factor analysis of the attractiveness items of the other party, three attractive factors of physical
attractiveness, personality attractiveness, and practical attractiveness (position, wealth, ability) were
extracted.

It was found that men demanded “physical attractiveness” from the woman in friendships and unre-
quited love relationships, and the degree of “physical attractiveness” of the other party was closely related
to the degree of relationship satisfaction. However, when it comes to lover relationships, it was found that
relationship satisfaction is caused not by the attractiveness of the other party, but by love for the other
party and love from the other party.

Regarding women, it was found that they expect men to have practical attractiveness such as status,
wealth, and ability in unrequited love, but the factor that causes relationship satisfaction in lover relation-
ships is the partner’s “personality attractiveness and ‘communication and co-action” with the other party.

Men and women are attracted by “complementarity of attractiveness in the initial relationship, but it

turned out that when it comes to a lover relationship, the relationship becomes closer due to mutual love,

communication and co-action.

Key words : Korean university student, Male and Female Relationships, attractiveness, love,

relationship satisfaction
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