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Over the past half century starting in the 1960s, the research on the Gaowang jing 高王

經, a Buddhist text originally composed in China, has been advanced due to the efforts of 

scholars of Buddhist history, Buddhist philology, and Buddhist art history. In recent 

years, following earnest investigations of and research on the books preserved in 

Japanese Buddhist temples, a few ancient manuscripts of the Gaowang jing have been 

discovered, including an edition collected in the “Sacred Transmitted Documents” at 

Kongōji. Based on findings related to the ancient manuscripts produced in the Nara 

period, this paper starts with a survey of the transmission of the Gaowang jing to Japan 

and of its scripts made in the Nara period. It then proceeds to introduce the Gaowang 

jing as preserved in the “Sacred Transmitted Documents” at Kongōji and examine its 

history. Finally, by analyzing its contents of the Kongōji edition, this paper explores the 

source book of the text and evaluates its values.
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