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The Change of Salt Manufacturers in Japan

Toshio OZAWA*

The manufacture of salt in Japan is limited to the manufacturers that the Government gave
permission by the salt monopoly law. There were 29,965 salt manufacturers in 1905, when the
salt monopoly law was enforced. And its annual production was 330,000 tons. But in 1983 the
number of the manufacturers had decreased to 13, and the annual production, on the contrary,
had increased to 920,000 tons.

From 1905 to 1983, the Japanese salt manufacturers decreased by 29,952.

The Taiwan salt, after the Sino-Japanese War (1894-95), and the Kanto Shu salt, after the
Russo-Japanese War (1904-05), had been imported which were cheaper than the homemade salt.
For that reason, from 1910 to 1911 the production of the expensive homemade salt had arranged,
so that 15,475 (51.79%) salt manufacturers had decreased. After the world war I (1914-18), in
addition to Taiwan salt and Kanto Shu salt, Chingtao salt had been imported, so that from 1929
to 1930 the second adjustment of the production had been enforced. As a result, 1,617 (5.4%)
manufacturers had decreased. From 1951 to 1958, salt production in Japan had turnovered to the
flowing down method and had got high productivity, so that the output had increased and besides
owing to the import of overseas salts, had got over supply. As a result, 396 (1.3%)
manufacturers had decreased because of the adjustment of the homemade salt production from
1959 to 1960.

Thereafter, the Government had discontinued the salt production on salt farm from which low
costs can not be expected any more, and had planned to turnover to the ion exchange membrane
method which had succeeded in low costs.

As a result, 25 (0.19%) menufacturers had decreased those of who could not turnover from 1970
to 1971.

They were all the result of the production adjustment of high costed homemade salt by the
import of cheap overseas salts which had been produced by solar method, and for that reason,
the number of the decreased manufacturers amounts 17,513 (58.5%) in all.

Owing to the rising up of production costs which had been caused by high prices and high
wages by world warl (1914-18), 1,042 (3.5%) manufacturers had decreased. The Government
had planned to restrain the rising up of production costs by reforming the plants and equipments
and by their own manufacturizing. As a result, 4,325 (14.4%) manufacturers had decreased from
1920 to 1925.
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In 1936, the Government had planned to decrease the production costs by the combination of
boiling sections of salt manufacture in order to compete with the imported salts. As a result,
some of the salt manufacturers had transferred themselves to the brine manufacturers, and 669
(2.2%) salt manufacturers had decreased.

Prom 1951 to 1958, by turnovering to the flowing down method, the combination of the boiling
sections had been promoted moreover, so that 3,027 (10.1%) manufacturers had decreased. Then
after 1971, the salt production by saline method mainly in the Inland Sea districts had
disappeared, and since then 920,000 tons of salt has bees produced annually by 7 manufacturers
(factories) adopting the ion exchange membrane method among 13 ones.

In this way, the change of salt manufacturers from 1905 to 1983 is a sign of sufferings of
Japanese salt industry which schemes to narrow of the spread between the price of overseas
salts that can be cheaply produced thanks to the good condition of nature and the price of the
homemade ones that have high production costs because of worse condition of nature, and a sign

of troubles with the imported salts. And it is the salt monopoly law that enabled it.

* Toho attached High School of Toho University.
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