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Townscape of the Main Shopping Streets in Nagano City

Yukihisa UCHIYAMA*

In this paper the writer describes the developement of Nagano City with special emphasis on
the townscape of its main shopping streets. The results are summarized as follows :

Nagano City has developed its urban function not only as Zenkoji temple town, but also as the
center of goverment, economy, education and culture in Nagano Prefecture since the Meiji era.
The built-up areas of Nagano City have expanded from around Zenkoji Temple toward eastern
and southern direction. As the city grew, two main shopping streets were formed in the central
district, Chuo-dori Shopping Street and Gondo-dori Shopping Street respectively.

Chuo-dori Street extends southward from Zenkoji Temple, linking the temple with Nagano
Station. The length of the street is about 1,800 meters. More than 330 stores are operated with
all kinds and sizes. On the other hand, Gondo-dori Street extends eastward from the
north-central part of Chuo-dori Street. It has a length of about 380 meters. Along this street
more than 70 stores are to be seen.

Formerly the center of commerce in Nagano City was found in the northern section of
Chuo-dori Shopping Street. But now the southern section has taken over its central position.
Around Zemkoji Temple located in the northen end of Chuo-dori Street a number of souvenir
shops are concentrated. Most of the buildings of these are made of reinforced concrete, but the
house style is very traditional.

The northern and central sections of Chuo-dori are swarmed with small stores, and many of
them are made of earth and old-fashioned. However, the western side along the central section
of Chio-dori is characterized by several financial establishments. These buildings are made of
steel skelton concrete with three stories or more.

A few department stores and supermarkets are located in the southern section of Chuo-dori.
Most of the buildings in this section are new and tall with those in the northern and central
sections of Chou-dori. Especially the hotels located just in front of Nagano Station are new and
tall.

Gondo-dori Shopping Street is arcaded with many small stores side by side. This street has
many clothing stores, groceries and restaurants. The inside of each store has been modernized

in many cases.

* Rissho Uriversity
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