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Observation on Production of Information in Cultural
Industries in Modern Cities

—A Case Study of the Record Music Industry Determined from a Woman Singer—
Jun-ichiro ONO*

Most geographical studies which have considered “information” as an industry to the present
time, have dealt with “distribution of information” or “consumption of information”. However,
to our knowledge, there have not been any discussions of industrial geography in terms of
“production of information”. Because the concept of “production of information” has been
adopted in this study, it has become possible to overcome the set idea that “only the primary and
secondary industries engage in production”. Put another way, concept about industry based on
the classification of Japanese industry in accordance with “raw material-ism” is losing its
functional applicability in an “advanced information society”, and here it has become possible
to clarify how a new urban-type industrial structure is being constructed.

In the information produced in the “creative zone” of Tokyo, we can see that information
related to modern urban culture is becoming more specialized. Specifically, for example, there
are types of information such as apparel-fashion information, music information, entertainment
information, broadcasting and publishing information. While these aspects of modern urban
culture are different from the fundamental culture which includes elements such as ideology,
religion, language, and arts, they belong to what sociology defines as mass culture. In any case,
for information and entities in these areas, it is an important requirement to become viable as
a business in actual society, so that it allows us to consider them by focusing on a specific
geographical region.

However, in Japan, reports that deal with the question of the cultural industries of present-day
cities that have become an indispensable part of present-day social life, and that now have a
large economic vitality, have been made from the standpoint of industry and geographical
region. This report approaches the record music industry and entertainment industry system-
atically for the first time in the field of geography. At the same time, they are studied from
the standpoint of the theory of industries and theory of regions that are based on “production
of information”.

Why is that information and the cultural industries of present-day cities become concentrated
in Tokyo ? Clarification of the mechanism involved will lead to a re-evaluation of the role of
the downtown central city areas of Tokyo in the present age. Unless this mechanism is
clarified, all discussion regarding the dispersal of Tokyo’s downtown area in terms of industrial
geography, we will determine the present-day location of urban-functions, and define the
position of Tokyo in the world.

*Graduate student, Rissho University
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