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The Spatial Structure of Living Space in Hitachi City
2; A Case Study of the Kuji River Lowland

Hideo IWAMA* and Yositaka KIKUCHI**

The present paper attempts to analyze the geographical (spatial) structure of the living space in an
urban area by examining the characteristics of workers, their type and means of work, sphere of
activities and land use. Our results are summarized as follows ;

1. The Tome district is located in the Kuji river lowland comprising the southernmost part of the
Abukuma Highland and the Kanto plain. It has a unique characteristic among the districts of the Kuji
river lowland. In particular, the society of this district is composed of blood relationships, and therefore
same family names, and a tutelary deity (ujigami) organization. Moreover, people of this district
cultivate arice crop in the former river region and use natural levees as residential area and field blocks.

2. Frequent floods and small area under-cultivation for full-time farming led to the collapse of the
organization of integrity and cohesiveness. Thus, this fact further encouraged the farmers to move away
from this district towards neighboring cities like, Mito city and Hitachi city etc. This pattern of
movements caused a diversification in modes of living and behavior. The above mentioned process is one
of the reasons to form a third-generation that works in the cities.

3. Since 1955, many developments took place in Tome district. Flood prevention, widening two
national roads and the construction of the Joban expressway connected the Tome district with outer
regions.

4. Not only the full-time farming is occupied by older people, but it is also no longer considered for
commercial farming. Moreover, it is done for the purpose of daily consumption of the families. Many
youths commute from their home to Hitachi Company Ltd., its affiliated and subcontract factories by
car.

5. In this society, farming is done by old peoples. By contrast, non-farming jobs are occupied by the
young generation which caused a diversification in jobs and works places.

6. Migrants to the river development area created a new ward rather than settling in the old ward.

7. Other activities of the peoples of this area are shopping, medical treatment, leisure and recreation.
These were formerly in the Kuji river area. At present, these are extended to Mito city, Hitachi city, and
Katsuta city due the improvement of motorization.

8. By looking at the activities of a by-work farmhouse, older peoples attend the ceremonies and
neighboring meetings. Further, their range of operation is small. Active center of the young couples is
like in the Institution-oriented community. Their range of operations is large. In particular daughter-

in-law takes care the mainly. Her range of operations is also large.

* Ibaraki Christian High School, ** Hitachi Joshi High School.
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