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Tourism Development and Regional Problems of the Prefectural Boundary Regions

——A Case Study of Tabayama and Kosuge- mura, Yamanashi Prefecture——

Sang Cheol CHEON*

The purpose of this study is to describe the cooperative relation among local authorities, based on
coexisting networks of formal a'nd informal relations between Tabayama and Kosuge- mura with local
governments of western Tokyo Metropolis.

The main results are summarized as follows:

1) Boundary under the administration has become vague in terms of economic and social cooperative
relations between local authorities which across boundaries.

2) Regional problems of Tabayama and Kosuge- mura are the results of geographically disadvantages
and economically vulnerable situation.

3) The background of cooperative relation between both mura and local governments of Tokyo
Metropolis is sharing the basin of the Tama River.

4) The relations of both mura with local governments of western Tokyo Metropolis are virtually
dictated by geographic, social and economic interaction rather than Yamanashi Prefecture itself.
5)It is suggested that both mura should have the public transport facility linkages with local govern-
ments of Tokyo Metropolis for tourism promotion.

6) Tabayama and Kosuge- mura have linkages with the local governments of western Tokyo Metro-
polis in other to plan regional vitalization. But the situation is not simple, because there is dual
structure which consists of relationship with local governments of Tokyo Metropolis at local level and
the district level in Yamanashi Prefecture.

7)In other to solve the serious problem which deeply involves the local authorities, the regional
activation necessitates the promotional ties between Yamanashi Prefecture and Tokyo Metropolis.
Furthermore, regional linkages which across boundaries require supplementation at the regional
administration level to advance better transboundary cooperation.

* Graduate Student, Rikkyo University
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