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The Realignment of T.G.V. Network and Transformation of Lille Urban Area

Nobuo TAKAHASHI" « Koumei MATSUMURA"*

The purpose of this paper is to investigate how the realignment of high-speed transportation system
T.G.V. affects the Lille City and its urban area.

Being the wish of the European, the Channel Tunnel was opened to traffic on May 6, 1994. The Lille City
was one of the ends of the T.G.V. network centered by Paris, but as a result of the opening of the Channel
Tunnel, the time distance between Lille and Paris was reduced to 60 minutes, and furthermore, Lille became
the transit center between Paris and London, being connected directly to the main cities in southern France.
To the foreign main cities, Lille is connected not only to London, but also to Brussels and Amsterdam, and
became one of the important nodal cities.

With the establishment of the new Lille Station of T.G.V., the Euralille Development Plan centering
around the new station has been promoted on a large scale. In this plan, the functions such as commerce,
service, office, and conference, which were lack in Lille before, are intensified. And the urban region of Lille
is enlarged to include Belgium.

On the one hand, in the traditional districts center by the Grand Place, the renovation work is enforced
in order to build beautiful and fine sight area and attract more guests. With the development of new districts
and the redevelopment of traditional districts, the guests taken away by the suburban large-scale retail
stores tend to come back to the center of city. Furthermore, the regional function share such as the daily ne-
cessities in the Grand Place and the high-quality articles in the traditional districts is developed.

But on the other hand, because it has been shortened to 60 minutes from Lille to Paris with the T.G.V.,
some pessimists also think that Lille will become a suburban area of Paris in the future. Therefore, in the pe-
riod of borderless, the independence of Lille Metropolitan should be demanded further from now on.

It is planned to build a new high-speed line to Cologne (Brussels - Cologne) and new airport along the
T.G.V. from Lille to Brussels in the future. From a regional opinion, the country border will disappear with
the realization of cross-border subway to Belgium; therefore the base power of the city center of Lille will be

improved.
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