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The change in the foreign trade function of Hachinohe port

Junichi YAMADA”~

The author aims to examine the relations between the change of the foreign trade function of local ports
and the change of industry in hinterland. Hachinohe port in Aomori prefecture is taken to be the case here,
and port adjustment, foreign trade function, industry in the hinterland have been made clear by this re-
search. The foreign trade function of Hachinohe port can be classified into four periods. Such indexes of this
classification are employed as the change in the main trade freight articles in the trade value, the port adjust-
ment and the change in the amount of handled foreign trade freight.

The following characteristics have been made clear:

(1) The opening period (1939—1945)

Hachinohe port opened as a foreign trading port in 1939, for the first time. Port adjustment was pro-
ceeded in the Same area. Main exports were sulfurated iron ore and sulfur transported by the railroad from
Matsuo mine in Iwate Prefecture, and limestone and cement from the mines in the south of Hachinohe, but
no imports. Therefore, the foreign trade function of Hachinohe port in the opening period can be said as an
export port of the hinterland resources and their manufactured goods.

(2) The No.1 industrial port and the Shirogane sea front development period (1946 —1964)

Port adjustment proceeded in the No.1 industrial port and the Shirogane sea front. Main export was am-
monium sulfate. The raw material was the sulfurated iron ore mined in Matsuo, and it was processed at the
Hachinohe factory of the Nitto Kagaku Kogyo chemical company. Imports of various kinds increased, al-
though quantity was small. The port functioned as an export port of the resources of the hinterland and
their manufactured goods, but it began to function as an import port. Further, development of the
Hachinohe port and the seaside industrial area began from this period. These became the foundation of in-
creasing imports for the industrial development in the following years.

(3) The new industrial city period (1964 —1993)

Hachinohe city was designated by the government as a new industrial city in 1964. Port adjustment pro-
ceeded around the No.2 industrial port, and the amount of freight handling related to the enterprises invited
by the new industrial city increased. On the other hand, a function as an export port of the hinterland re-
sources and their manufactured goods declined by the abandonment of the Matsuo mine. Therefore, the
amount of import exceeded the that of export drastically, and the character of the port changed completely.
It can be said that the designation of a new industrial city was a big opportunity for the development of
Hachinohe port and the industrial accumulation.

(4) The international container line service period (1994—)
An international container line was established in 1994 at Hachinohe port. The foreign trade function as

a container port was given by this container line service to Hachinohe port. After that, some container lines



were put into service, and the amount of container handling and container trade values increased. Further-
more, the containerized trade freight rate in the trade value and the number of traded freight handling lists
rose, too. Containerized freight by the enterprises invited by the designated new industrial city occupied
much, and city-oriented freights such as miscellaneous goods increased. But, the total amount of foreign
trade freight at Hachinohe port is making little progress now. Hachinohe city occupies a large proportion in

the hinterland of Hachinohe port, and the hinterland is not expanding newly.
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